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I X | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 
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■ 1 searchable claims. 

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
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3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
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Continuation of Box 1 1. 2 
Claims Nos. : 

13,15,16,19,20,23,24,26,40,43,45,48,49,52,53,55,59,63-77,79-81,87,88 



The claims of the present application refer to Tables 6 (160 entries), 7 
(8 entries), 9 (19 entries), 10 (15 entries) and 11 (15 entries) whereby 
"at least one gene" or "one or more peptide" or "at least two to eight 
sequences" etc. from one or more tables are claimed (see, for example, 
claims 1, 6, 7, 10, 14, 27, 40, 59 etc.). 

The entries of Tables 7, 9 and 10 are subgroups of sequences of those 
sequences listed in Table 6 (description, pages 40, 45 and 46). The 
entries in Table 11, however, have been obtained by a different method 
and are not a subgroup of any of the other tables (description, Example 
4). 

In view of the high number of entries in each table, an extremely large 
number of possible combinations is claimed. In fact, the claims contain 
so many options that a lack of clarity and conciseness within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a 
meaningful search over the whole scope of the claims impossible. The 
search has thus been carried out for those parts of the application 
which do appear to be clear and concise, namely the individual nucleic 
acid/peptides referred to in any of the said tables and to those 
specific combinations whereby ALL entries of a single table are claimed 
(e.g. claims 21, 25, 27 etc.). Consequently, claims referring to "at 
least two of ..." or a "plurality of ..." have not been searched (claims 
15, 19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 45, 48, 49, 52, 53, 55, 66, 69, 72, 74). Also, 
claims referring to "at least one member" of Table X "and/or at least 
one member" of Table Y have been searched to the extent as they refer to 
a combination with "or" and not with regard to the combination with 
"and", provided that the tables combined are selected from Tables 6, 7, 
9 and 10. A combination of elements of table 11 with an element of any 
other table has not been searched. 

It is to note that the present application appears not to disclose 
preferred combinations between any of the tables on which to which a 
meaningful search could have been limited. 

The Applicant is to note that should he pay additional search fees for 
further inventions, than the above objections may also be raised in 
relation to these further inventions. 

Claims 75-77,79-81 refers to methods of treatment comprising an "agent" 
and the use of the said "agent" for the preparation of a medicament. 
The agent refered to in the said claims is defined by the result to be 
achieved, such as a particular activity on a particular gene, without 
providing, however, any structural features of the agent as such. The 
description, moreover, appears not to disclose a single example of an 
agent. The subject-matter of the said claims 75-81 is therefore not 
defined by technical features and is therefore so unclear (Art 6 PCT) 
that no meaningful search can be carried out. 

In conclusion, the following claims were included into the non-unity 
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objection: 
fully or partly: 

1-12,14,17,18,21,22,25,27-39,41,42,44,46,47,50,51,54,56-58,60-62,78,82-85 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
Inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Inventions 1-160: claims 

1-9 , 14 , 18 , 22 , 29-36 , 37-39 , 41 , 42 , 44 , 47 , 51 , 56-58 , 60-62 , 78 , 82-84 
(fully) 

Method for identifying or predicting the predisposition of 
coronary artery disease (CAD) in a subject, for monitoring a 
subject identified as having CAD, for screening candidate 
agents for use in a treatment of CAD, for treating a subject 
suffering from CAD, the use of a substance for the 
preparation of a medicament -for CAD and kits for some of the 
above methods, comprising determining the level of gene 
expression of the 1./2./3. ... 159. /160. gene selected from 
table 6, 7, 9 or 10 (the genes referred to in tables 7, 9 or 
10 are subsets of those in table 6). 



Invention 161: claims 17,29-36,46 (-fully); 
l-6,9,37,39,41,42,44(part1y) 

Methods for identifying or predicting coronary artery 
disease (CAD) in a subject, -for monitoring a subject 
identified as having CAD, for monitoring progression of CAD, 
for screening for agents for use in the treatment of CAD, 
for treating subjects having CAD, use of agents for the 
preparation of medicaments for treating CAD and kits for the 
above methods comprising determining the level of all genes 
defined in Table 7. 



Invention 162: claims 21, 29-36, 50(fully); 
l-5,7,9,18,38,39,41,42,47(partly) 

Methods for monitoring coronary artery disease (CAD) in a 
subject, for screening candidate agents for use in a 
treatment of CAD, for treating a subject suffering from CAD, 
the use of a substance for the preparation of a medicament 
for CAD and kits for some of the above methods, comprising 
determining the level of gene expression of all genes of 
Table 9. 



Invention 163: claims 25, 29-36, 54(partly); 
l-5,8,9,22,38,39,41,42,51(fully) 

Methods for monitoring coronary artery disease (CAD) in a 
subject, for screening candidate agents for use in a 
treatment of CAD, for treating a subject suffering from CAD, 
the use of a substance for the preparation of a medicament 
for CAD and kits for some of the above methods, comprising 
determining the level of gene expression of at least one of 
all genes of Table 10. 
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Inventions 164-183: claims 10-12, 28, 29-36, 85, 86(fully) 

Method for identifying or predicting the predisposition of 
coronary artery disease (CAD) in a subject, for monitoring a 
subject identified as having CAD, for screening candidate 
agents for use in a treatment of CAD, for treating a subject 
suffering from CAD, the use of a substance for the 
preparation of a medicament for CAD and kits for some of the 
above methods, comprising determining the level of protein 
expression of the 1./2./3. ... 19. protein of table 11. 



Invention: 184: claims 27,28,29-36(fully) ; 10-12(partly) 

Method for identifying or predicting the predisposition of 
coronary artery disease (CAD) in a subject, for monitoring a 
subject identified as having CAD, for screening candidate 
agents for use in a treatment of CAD, for treating a subject 
suffering from CAD, the use of a substance for the 
preparation of a medicament for CAD and kits for some of the 
above methods, comprising determining the level of protein 
expression of all proteins of table 11. 



